
Notes from St. Croix Valley AAUW meeting with Senator Karen Housley, March 6, 2017 
 
AAUW members and guests in attendance were Margaret and Bob Boettcher, Michelle and Bill Heiting, Ann and Mike 
Haraldson, Sue and Wendell Fletcher, Pat Anderson, Jane Bovard, Marjorie Williams, Janet Morgan, Rosemary Meier, Pam 
Johnson, and Ann Bucheck. 
 
Senator Housley remembered the group from a previous visit and was surprised to see men in attendance. She noted when 
she attends Republican caucuses the men sit at the table and the females are relegated to the seats in the back or on the side. 
She would like to see more women in politics. 
 
Margaret gave background information on the national, state and our local chapter of AAUW, their history, policies and 
issues that concern all the groups in today’s environment. She presented the Senator with a packet of background 
information on the subjects the group would like to cover and referred to them during our discussion. 
 
Title IX is a national law, but has vast implications on the local level today. There is a concern about the current 
administration in Washington deconstructing Title IX and many feel this has to do with the discussion focused on the use of 
rights for transgender students, including the use of bathrooms of their choice. The law also deals with fair education and 
sexual assault on college campuses. The senator stated she supports Title IX and has not heard any conversation about there 
being a change of the law on the state level. 
 
Pat Andserson said the law was not in effect when she was growing up, but it has a profoundly positive effect on women 
today. Jane believes the law teaches leadership skills which can be transferred to skills needed for entrance into the political 
world. Marge Williams believes it is important that if the government want to increase women in the military they will need 
leadership and competitive skills. 
 
The second concern regards public education and the new emphasis on choices and charter schools. AAUW was founded on 
education and gives out four million dollars in scholarships today. Some in Washington have questioned the need for the 
national Department of Education. There is concern that public money will be going to private/sectarian/charter schools, the 
private schools could be teaching students a biased viewpoint, and that it is important to have a separation of church and 
state.  Senator Housley agreed with the need for accountability, the need to look at the criteria for private schools and was 
interested in reading the material provide in the packet. 
 
Pat Anderson noted private schools are not required to take all students. Jane Bovard agreed and some believe that they take 
the “cream of the crop”. Ann Haroldson taught at Lily Lake Elementary for 34 years and supports public schools. Marge 
was concerned about the curriculum of sectarian schools and that public schools were founded for the “common good” of 
our society. The Senator said both her parents were public school teachers, joked they did “not use the words charter” in her 
home, and she was concerned about the expense of the busing involved. 
 
Wendell Fletcher thanked Senator Housley for the written response he received regarding solar power. Ann Bucheck 
thanked her for listening to the citizens and not supporting an increase to the Lake Elmo Airport. The Senator feels her job is 
to listen to the citizens on both “sides of the aisle” and likes to be independent, some feel she could be a Democrat because 
of this.  She meets with the Purple Caucus, women legislators on Wednesday mornings to discuss mutual concerns. 
 
Margaret asked how we could help on the agenda items discussed. The Senator said she is interested in attending the 
AAUW meetings. Margaret invited her to be a speaker at a forum next year to discuss the role of government and the need 
for civil discourse. She indicated she would be interested and suggested Republican Senator Kelly Fenton from Woodbury 
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